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HIGH SCHOOL: Small town Michigan

Graduating class of 85 students
5 attended 4-year college/university
4 attended junior college



BSc. 1977 Albion College, MI 

MSc. 1980, PhD 1985, UC - Boulder

John Andrews 

Gifford Miller 
David Hopkins USGS

MSc
PhD

J Harlan Bretz



Beringia 20,000 yrs ago

David Hopkins



• Dr. Olga Glushkova, NEISRI, plants seed of idea 1994
• Pilot coring in 1998
• Many rejected proposals!
• Pre-site surveys in 2000 and 2003
• Funding by the ICDP of first $1.5 M
• Finally $10M field program Olga 

Negotiating trips to Moscow 



Milestone of International 
Polar Year
2007-2009

Two Shared Objectives:
1) Carry out interdisciplinary science 

2) Remain colleagues afterward 

USA Austria

Germany
Russia



Family and 
Science career!
35 yrs at UMass

Post-Docs in 
Bergen Norway
& Edmonton 
Alberta



Reason 
for 

Optimism 



Gazette: Amherst High School 2019

Get informed;
Let’s do this!



Thank you!
Start by doing what's necessary; 
then do what's possible; 
and suddenly you are doing the impossible.

…….Francis of Assisi


